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During the past six months, many pet adoption and 
rescue centers have experienced a dramatic increase 
in pet abandonments. The majority of these rescue 

and pet adoption centers were established by and are oper-
ated by volunteers. They are in dire need of pet foster fami-
lies. What does that mean exactly? Could you be a pet foster 
family, opening your heart to a pet in need?  

Becoming a pet foster family does require that you spend 
time with a new dog or cat, taking time out of your busy 
schedule to feed and walk your foster pet, and to attend 
adoption events in the community. In most cases, the rescue 
or adoption center will provide all medical care, food and 
other needed pet supplies. 

Michele and Steve Brigandi found six puppies aban-
doned and needing urgent care. They worked with an 
independent adoption agency and became foster parents 
while permanent homes could be found. While it was chal-
lenging to divide their time between six puppies, they found 
the experience rich and rewarding. “It was so rewarding to 
see them all heal and thrive. It took a lot of work, but all they 
needed was some love,” explained Michele.

What do foster families and adoption centers look for in 
a permanent home? Michele Brigandi, “We wanted to make 
sure the family was willing to take care of the dogs for life, 
that the pet would become a part of the family.”

Independent Animal Rescue
Independent Animal Rescue became an official non-profit 
organization in 1995, and has assisted in the rescue of 
more than one-thousand dogs and cats since that time. 
Independent Animal Rescue began with the dream of one 
woman, who has since rescued countless pets. Today, IAR 

works closely with the 
Durham and Orange 
County Shelters, as 
well outlying rural 
shelters, to bring 
homeless pets into 
their foster home 
based program where 
they will be cared for 
and eventually placed 

in loving adoptive 
homes. Vice president 
and foster volunteer 
Robin Michael adds, 
“We cannot emphasize 
enough, the need to 
make a concerted effort 
as a community to spay 
and neuter our animals 
to reduce the pet over 
population problem. 
Education and community involvement are key. Our wonder-
ful foster families are committed to providing care, socializa-
tion and training for the animals in their charge from rescue 
through placement in an adoptive home. Together we can 
save so many precious lives! Our adopters will tell you, there 
is no love like the love given from a rescued pet!” For more 
information and to discover the many ways you can volun-
teer, contact Independent Animal Rescue at 919-403-2221 or 
visit www.animalrescue.net.

A New Leash on Life
A New Leash on Life Dog Rescue was founded in 2002 by 
Tammy Brundage and Briony and Henry Voorhees. They 
had worked with another local animal rescue and adoption 
group and wanted to branch out. Since, they have assisted 
in the placement of over 1,350 dogs. They focus on assist-
ing stray animals who have been abused and neglected, and 
their biggest need is foster homes. As they have no central 
location, each animal must be quickly placed with a foster 
family who will provide love and care until a forever home 
can be found. In addition, volunteers are needed to assist at 
local adoption events in the community. Co-founder Tammy 
Brundage comments, “We are looking for people who have 
big hearts to love and work with a dog or puppy. Foster fami-
lies aid in all facets of training and socialization before an 
animal is placed with a permanent family.” For information 
or to volunteer, call 919-788-3633 or visit www.anewlea-
shonlifedogrescue.org. 

Becoming a pet foster family can be a fun-filled experience. 
Why not open your heart to an animal in need.

Make a Tail Wag: Become a Pet Foster Family


